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Shadow Matching File Folder Game for Bark George
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Print the pages.  George will come in two pieces as shown.  Cut both pieces out and glue them into the file folder.  Then print the animals.  Cut the label out and glue to the front of the file folder.  Laminate the folder and the animals.  Now Have  the children match the animals to the shadow.
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Strategy: Step-By-Step
With one student or a small group, tell them that you are going to read a story for them and you would like them to pay special attention to who is in the story (characters) and what happens in the story (plot). For this activity it is best to use a short, simple story with one or two main characters. 

Introduce the book by showing the cover, reading the title, and asking students to predict what the story might be about. Allow time for students to relate to the topic, build enthusiasm and anticipation, and activate their background knowledge.

Read the story aloud with lots of energy and drama. Pause when important events happen or new characters are introduced, and allow students to reflect on this by checking in with questions such as “What just happened?”, “What do you think will happen next?”, or “Who is (a certain character)?”, etc.

Once you have finished reading the story, ask students to identify the characters in the book. Write the names on the board. 

Next, ask students to tell you what were the big events that happened in the story. You may choose to write these on the board too, as this is especially helpful to strengthen students’ memory skills. 

Tell students they are going to create the characters themselves and “act out” (retell) the story for you (or the group). 

Give each student one blank cutout. Each student will create one character from the story on the figure cut-outs.

Students will color each character according to how the character appeared in the story or how the student best interprets that character. 

Once each student has created his or her character, they can glue a craft stick to the back of each character so that there is a handle. Students can write the name of the character on the handle.

Tell students that the characters are ready, and they are ready to retell the story as a group. Remind them to think about the important events that happened in the story, or refer to notes on the board.

As students retell the story, you can subtly guide them to information that was left out. Remember to give them praise and encouragement.

Encourage students to take their characters home and tell the story to their parents, family or other adults. 
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Story Retelling with Props
Select a short, simple story with few characters.

Ask students to pay careful attention to the people, places, and events (characters, setting, and plot) of the story.

Introduce the book, activate background knowledge, and build anticipation for story.

Read story with energy and enthusiasm, pausing at relevant points to clarify and confirm comprehension.

After reading, students recite names of characters, setting, and events of the story for you to write on the board. 

Students each create one character from story.

Students use characters to retell story as a group. 

Questions to consider when implementing this strategy:
Would this strategy work with this/these student(s)? Why or why not? 

If not appropriate, how would the setting or the characteristics of students need to be different in order to apply the strategy? 

Why would this work? 

If the strategy could be applied to the students(s), would it be a benefit at this time? Why or why not?

9.1MRW: Ability to support and reinforce the instruction of students in math, reading, and writing following written and oral lesson plans developed by licensed teachers. 9.2MRW: Ability to utilize effective developmental, age-appropriate, and culturally sensitive instructional strategies in math, reading, and writing that support the instruction of licensed teachers. 
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